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the Utopians fought not this war for themselves. And yet the Nephe-
logetes before the warre, when the Alaopolltanes flourished in wealth,
wer nothing to be compared with them.
So egerlye the Utopians prosequute the^ injuiries done to their
frendest yea, in money matters, and not their owne likewise. For if
they be coveyne or gile be wiped beside their goodes, so that no vio-
lence be done to their bodies, they wreake their anger by absteininge
from occupleng with that nation, until they have made satisfaction.
Not forbicause they set lesse stoore by their owne citizens, then by
their frendes: but that they take the losse ^of their frendes money
more hevelie then the losse of their own. Bicause that their frendes
marchaunte men, forasmuche as that they leise is their own private
goods, susteine great dammage by the losse. But their owne citizeyns
leise nothing but of the commen goods, and of that whiche was at
home plentifull and almost superfluous, els had it ot bene sent furth.
Therfore no man feleth the losse. And for this cause they thinke it
to cruel! an acte, to revenge that losse with the deathe of manie, the
inconunoditie of the which losse no man feeleth neither in his lyfe,
nor yet in his living. But if it chaunce that any of their men in any
other countrey be maimed or killed, whether it be done by a commen
or a private counsel, knowyng and trying out the trueth of the mat-
ter by their ambassadours, onlesse the offenders be rendered unto
them In recompence of the injurie, they will not be appeased; but in-
continent they proclaime warre against them.
The offenders yelded, they punishe either with death, or with bond-
age. They be not only sory, but also ashamed to atchieve the vic-
torie with'bhradshed, counting it great folie to bie precious wares to
dere. They rejoyse and avaunt themselves, if they vanquishe and
oppresse their enemies by craft and deceite. And for that act they
make a generall triumph, and as yf the matter were manfullye
handeled, they set up a pyller of stone in the place where they so
vanquished their enemies, in token of the victorie. For then they
glorie, then they boaste, and cracke that they have plaied the men in
deede, when they have so overcommen, as no other living creature but
onely man could: that is to saye, by the mighte and puisaunce of wit.
For with bodily strength (say they) beares, lions, boores, wulfes,
dogges, and other wild beastes do fight. And as the moste part of
them do passe us in strength and fierce courage, so in wit and reason
we be much stronger then they all.
Their chief and principall purpose in warre, is to obteine that
thynge, whiche if they had before obteined, they woulde not have
moved battell. But if that be not possible, they take so cruell ven-
geaunce of them which be in the faulte, that ever after they be
aferde to do the like. This is their chiefe and principall intent, which
they immediatlie and first of al prosequute, and set forwarde. But